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CemitkapakopcKoe ropofpile — KHPIIMUHAs KPeNnocThb, KPYITHENIAA CPEIH KUPIITUHBIX M KaMeHHbIX KpemocTel! Xa3apckoro Karanata B 6acceiine
p- HoH, PocToBckas o6:1.

[lepBele packomky KpenocT Mposest asTop B 1971-1974 rr. KpenocTs nnoniagpio 4 ra coopykKeHa Mo cXxeMe «KBaJIPaT B KBA/IPaTe» M3 CHIPLOBOTO
KMpIYa ¢ foJiell OBOXKEHHOrO, 663 YIIOBbIX GaiieH, HO ¢ TPAHMO3HBIM JOHKOHOM. OCHOBHOIM 06eM KHUTH OTBEJICH CTPOMTE/LHBIM MATEpHATAM H
TEXHOJOINH KHPITHYHOIO CTPOHTENBLCTBA, METOANKE PACKONOK CHIPIOBLIX CTEH.

[TonHO! HEOXKUAAHHOCTBIO CTANlO OTKPLITHE B [luTagenu cTpoeHnii 13 060XKKeHHOTO KUpnuya. s KPOBAM IPYMEHeHa Yepennlia BH3AHTUHCKIX
THIIOB, AHAJIOTH KOTOPLIM aBTOp Haes B My3esx Kpemva u Bonrapuu.

AHanu3 cTpaTirpachun NpUBEN K BLIBOJY O KPATKOBPEMEHHOM CYHeCTBOBaHMY KpenocTH. [Tornbia npy wtypMe; HaiIEHLI OCTAHKH YOUTBIX KeHILH
n pereft. Psix maHHBIX AO3BONAIOT CHHXPOHW3MPOBaTh CeMHKapakopcKylo kxpenocTh ¢ IIpasoGepesknoil LIUMASHCKOM M OTHECTH K HOCAPKENCKOMY
BpeMeHH, K Kouiy VIII — camomy Havany IX B.

COBOKYNHOCTS (hpakTOB 1 HabIIONEHMIT PUBENTA K BRIBOJY O HasHaueHny CeMMKapaKopCcKOi KPEIToCTH: CTaBKAa Xa3apckux KaraHoB Ha Hinkdem Howy.

Beenenne CeMuKapakopcko¥t KpPeNoCTH B HAYYHbIH 060POT MO3BONAET MEPECMOTPETH CYHIECTBYIOIME MpefcTaBneHus o6 ydacTus Busantvm B
¢opmmpoBanuy xasapckoit hopridmkauym. Co Bcell OUEBUAKOCTHIO BCTAET BONPOC O ToM, uTo Myccys [letpousl Kamartupa He Gbita eJMHCTBEHHOM.

Jnst apxeonoroB, UCTOPHKOB, IPETIONIABaTENeH, CTY/ICHTOB.

The Semikarakory hillfort is a brick fortress, the largest among the brick and stone fortresses of the Khazar Khaganate in the Don basin (Rostov
oblast).

The first excavations of the fortress were carried out by the author in 1971-1974. The fortress, with an area of 4 hectares, was built of mudbricks,
some of which were fired. It follows the “square in square” scheme without corner towers, but with a grand keep. The bulk of the book is concerned with
the building materials and brick-building technology, as well as the methodology for excavating mudbrick walls.

A complete surprise was the discovery of fired brick buildings in the Citadel. For the roof, Byzantine-type tiles were used; the author was able to find
analogous tiles in museums of Crimea and Bulgaria.

Stratigraphy analysis led to the conclusion that the fortress had a short life span. It was destroyed in an assault; the remains of violently killed women
and children were found. The existing evidence makes it possible to synchronize the Semikarakory fortress with the Right-Bank Tsimlyanskaya fortress
and attribute it to pre-Sarkel time, that is, late VIII to very early IX century.

The publication of findings from the Semikarakory fortress will finally remove it from the category of unexplored and will fill the gap in our know-
ledge about the formation of a fortress network throughout the Khazar Khaganate. The introduction of the Semikarakory fortress into research allows
us to reconsider the existing ideas about the role that Byzantium played in the build-up of Khazar fortifications. This clearly suggests that the mission of
Petronas Kamateros was not the only one.

This book will be of interest for archaeologists, historians, teachers and students.
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