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Abstract: The relationship between the categories of “documentary” and “artis-
tic” in literature, authenticity and fiction, was considered even by ancient scientists.
However, the theoretical problem presented in the title of this collective scientific
work is among the most relevant in the modern science of literature. The IWL schol-
ars have been working to solve this problem for quite a while. Therefore, the appen-
dix to this work contains two articles by P.V. Palievsky (1932-2019) from the legend-
ary three-volume “Theory of Literature. The main problems in historical coverage”
(Moscow, 1962-1965), which have not lost their scientific significance even today.

The works of Russian literature of the 18-19 centuries are considered in a broad
historical and cultural context, the chronological framework extends from antiquity
to the beginning of the 20 century. The historical and literary material covered is
diverse in terms of genre: prose and poetry, translations and original works, critical
articles and fiction, novels and lyrical poems, epistolaries and ethnographic essays,
travel and diaries are analyzed. A number of articles are entirely based on archi-
val sources: “Daily Notes” or “Diariush” by St Dimitry of Rostov and “Petition” by
M.P. Avramoyv, the associate of Peter [, translations by M.N. Muravyov from ancient
authors and his letters to S.M. and F.N. Lunins, correspondence of L.N. Tolstoy with
the peasant writer F.F. Tishchenko are involved into the scientific review for the first
time.
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