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About the cover: The figure shows the intracellular localization of fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC)-labeled pro-
tamine in opossum kidney cells. The cells were incubated with FITC-protamine at 37°C (A, B and C) or 4°C (D,
E and F). After being washed, the live cells were observed by confocal laser scanning microscopy. When FITC-
protamine was incubated at 37°C, punctate and diffuse fluorescence was observed in the cytoplasm. Furthermore,
staining of the nuclear membranes and nuclei was clearly observed. The fluorescence in the nuclei was not spread
evenly but concentrated in certain spots on them. In contrast, at 4°C, there was little intracellular accumulation of
fluorescence, while clear fluorescence was observed on the plasma membranes. (A, D) FITC-protamine (green), (B,
E) Hoechst33342 for nuclear staining (blue), (C, F) merge. See the article by Nagai et al. on page 1942 of this issue.




