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About the cover: In patients with gastrectomy, the level of lithocholic acid (LCA) in the large intestine increased
due to the increase in the pH of the gastrointestinal tract, which in turn causes the increase in the level of LCA-
producing bacteria (Bacteroides fragilis). The LCA produced in the large intestine reaches the liver via the portal
vein. In the liver, LCA binds to the pregnane X receptor (PXR) and the nuclear translocation of PXR occurs, even-
tually leading to an increase in the expression level of CYP3A. However, LCA was not involved in the increase in
nuclear translocation level of constitutive androstane receptor (CAR). See the article by Ishii e al. on page 298 of
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