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FOREWORD:

Welcome to the 2013 edition of Best of Germany, highlighting the expertise of German compa-
nies that supply equipment and services to the exploration, mining and mineral-processing
industries around the world. Expertise in engineering is not something that is achieved easily.
Many of these companies have histories that date back to the 19" century, and have prospered
since then only through investing strongly in research and development.

With such foundations, it should come as no surprise that Germany leads the world with its

~mining-sector technology. Germany’s reliance on its own hard- and brown-coal resources led to

the development of technology that was suited first to local conditions, and then later transferred
successfully to other applications in different parts of the world. However, many people forget
that German hard rock mining also led the world in terms of its technology, with a legacy of inno-
vation that continues to this day. Consequently, two of the country’s three principal mining insti-
tutes are located where they could best serve local metal producers.

Innovation, research and development are key features that support German success in world
markets. This edition of Best of Germany focuses on work being done by VDMA mining branch
member companies in this area, from new chain links or electronic control systems, to energy-
efficient drives for big mining machines, mills or pumps.

We hope that you will enjoy reading this publication, wherever you are in the world.

Gliickauf!

Dr. Paul Rheinlander
President of the VDMA-Mining Equipment Association

VDMA, the German Engineering Federation, Mining Equipment Association
Lyoner Strasse 18

D-60528 Frankfurt

Germany
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The Bucketwheel photo on the cover was supplied by Johannes Ewers (E-mail: johannesewers@t-online.de), a semi-professional photographer who retired from RWE.
Articles in this publication were researched and written by Simon Walker, European Editor for Engineering & Mining Journal. For additional information about the
articles or the manufacturers highlighted here, please contact Mining Media (info@mining-media.com) or one of our regional representatives.
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