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Confocal architectures and performance. (a) Single-axis confocal microscopes use a single high-NA lens to excite and collect
tissue fluorescence from tissue whereas (b) the dual-axis confocal (DAC) architecture uses two distinct low-NA lenses to
improve performance without losing resolution. (¢) Simulations and (d) experiments show that the DAC architecture
provides superior volumetric imaging contrast in highly scattering media such as biological tissues. See “Modulated-
Alignment Dual-Axis (MAD) Confocal Microscopy Optimized for Speed and Contrast,” by Leigh et al., p. 2119.
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