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ON THE COVER

Scientists recently thought it would take decades before
they could examine the atmospheres around distant plan-
tets—that the host star’s blinding light would overwhelm
(I 2Ny useful observations. Yet ambitious young astronomers

= have devised clever new techniques that are now provid-
ing the first clear look into the skies of worlds beyond our
solar system. Image by Don Foley.
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A Nobel Gathering

Laureates and newcomers in chemistry form
new bonds, as we celebrate their achievements,

~ past and future. Edited by Ferris Jabr.
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Tracking the Cicada Cycle

In 2013 the cicadas of “brood II” emerged from the
ground across the eastern U.S. to complete their
17-year life cycle. Find out where cicadas will appear
in 2014 and whether a brood inhabits your region.
Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/jul2013/cicada
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