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Shortly after the big bang, all was black. Primordial gas
cooled and coalesced for hundreds of millions of years,
enshrouding the universe in darkness. When the giant first
stars eventually did appear, their light was quickly snuffed
out by this fog of gas. Astronomers are only now piecing
together the 13-billion-year-old mystery of how the fog
lifted. Image by Kenn Brown, Mondolithic Studios.
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2 Scientific American, April 2014

70

The Genetic Geography of the Brain
The first detailed maps of what our genes are
doing inside our brains show how very different
we are from mice and challenge a long-held
theory of how our gray matter works.

By Ed Lein and Mike Hawrylycz

False Hope

The rate at which global average temperature is
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The Path to a Clean Energy Future

The U.S. Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy is
seeking the next generation of alternative energy technology.
Find out about the progress in biofuels, hybrid solar power
and energy-efficient designs being contemplated and tested.
Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/apr2014/energy
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