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Einstein

A hundred years ago Albert
Einstein published his general
theory of relativity and rewrote
the rules of our physical world.
By the Editors

AV

Why He Matters

Einstein’s mind had an astonishing
influence on our civilization.

By Brian Greene

How Einstein
Reinvented Reality

Amid personal troubles, political
tension and fierce competition,
a grand theory was born.

By Walter Isaacson

Also: Relativity Primer

THOUGH
Head Trip
Einstein’s thought experiments
forged new frontiers in physics.

By Sabine Hossenfelder

What Einstein Got Wrong
The visionary scientist repeatedly
misjudged the value of his ideas.
By Lawrence M. Krauss

Re 15ti;fity5s Reach

A map of Einstein’s influence.

Cleaning Up after Einstein
His quest for a theory of everything
failed, so today’s physicists are
trying new strategies.

By Corey S. Powell

A Brief History
of Time Travel
Moving forward is easy. Backward

poses a challenge. By Tim Folger

The Black Hole Test
Does general relativity work in
extreme gravity? By Dimitrios
Psaltis and Sheperd S. Doeleman
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THE
EINSTEIN
ISSUE

S DY IN CONTRASTS

ho Was Einstein, Really?
The great scientist’s life

and personality.

NEUROSCIENCE

Genius in a Jar

Decades of picking over Einstein’s
brain have brought us no closer to
understanding what made him so
smart. By Brian D. Burrell

Is the Cosmos Random?
Einstein’s claim that God does not
play dice with the universe has
been seriously misinterpreted.

By George Musser

ON THE COVER

Albert Einstein’s enigmatic face has captivated
the world nearly as long as his theories have.

The scientist’s hallmark hair and soulful eyes have
become an icon of genius. This special issue
investigates the great man’s life, legacy and the
future of his ideas on the 100th anniversary of

his greatest success, his general theory of relativity.
lllustration by Daniel Adel.
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A Mediterranean-style diet in later stages of life
may slow memory loss. By Dina Fine Maron

31 TechnoFiles
The new breed of virtual assistant is scary smart.
By David Pogue
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Recent takes on Einstein. By Clara Moskowitz

95 Skeptic
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crime scene tests? By Michael Shermer
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Birds show math skills; dogs showcase loyalty.
By Steve Mirsky
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Populous cities are supposed to emit less carbon
per capita, but they don’t always. By Amber Williams

ON THE WEB

General Relativity at 100

Take a quiz about Einstein, read about the real story

of E = mc?, explore an interactive relativity infographic,
watch a video about the theory, and more.

Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/relativity
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