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ON THE COVER

In the millions of years over which the human family has
been evolving, many human species have walked the
planet. But only one, Homo sapiens, managed to spread
across the whole world. Two unique innovations—ex-
treme cooperation and projectile weaponry—allowed our
kind to dominate, according to a new hypothesis. lllustra-
tion by Jon Foster.
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Planet Hard Drive

What is the information storage capacity of Earth,
and how full is it today? The answer offers surprising
insights into the growth of order in the universe.

By César A. Hidalgo
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Forests on the March

Trees cannot just pick up and walk to a better place.
As climate changes, scientists are relocating
helpful genes instead. By Hillary Rosner
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Kids Are Scientists, Too
The best way to learn science is to do it.
By Michael Wysession
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Maternal Mortality

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN investigates the reasons behind
a sharp increase in pregnancy-related deaths among
U.S. women over the past few decades.
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maternal-mortality
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