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The Search for Planet X

A planet larger than Earth may be
hiding in the far reaches of the solar
system. By Michael D. Lemonick
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Bitter Taste Bodyguards
Tongue proteins that sense harsh
foods are sentinels in other body
parts, guarding against disease.
By Robert J. Lee and

Noam A. Cohen
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Co]lectlve Wlsdom of Ants
Understanding how ants manage
to carry out complex feats
without a leader could lead

to improved data networks and
cancer treatments.
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The Quantum Hack
Today’s encryption methods

will soon be obsolete. What then?
By Tim Folger
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SUSTAINABILITY
Six Bl]]mn in Africa
Population projections for
the continent are alarming.
The solution: empower women.
By Robert Engelman
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The Power of

the Infant Brain

The child’s brain undergoes
brief periods of intense change.
It might be possible to reinstate
this malleability later in life

to correct neurological and
psychiatric disorders.

By Takao K. Hensch
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My Llfe as

a Comet Hunter

A leading cosmic sleuth
found his life’s calling while
trying to pass a French test
in high school.

By David H. Levy
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ON THE COVER

If the solar system is harboring a hidden planet,
it could be a so-called super Earth, a planet up to
roughly 10 times more massive than Earth. Such
a planet would be too dim and too far to be seen
easily by current telescopes, but its gravitational
pull could explain some odd behavior among
other bodies in the distant solar system.
Illustration by Ron Miller.
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First Footprints on Mars

Scientific American examines NASA’s plans to send
humans to Mars in the 2030s.

Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/feb2016/mars
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