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Mystery Human

A trove of enigmatic bones
found in a cave in South Africa
has stirred up a long-simmering
debate about our origins.

By Kate Wong

The Puzzle

of Dark Energy

Why is the universe expanding

at an accelerating rate? After

two decades of study, scientists
still don’t have an answer, but

the question is much clearer.

By Adam G. Riess and Mario Livio

Brain Drain

Our most complex organ
maintains its own internal
garbage-disposal system for
toxic wastes. The cleanup
ritual happens while we sleep.
By Maiken Nedergaard

and Steven A. Goldman

64

Syria’s Climate Refugees
Farmers who have escaped the
battle-torn nation explain how

a drought, among other things,
drove them away. By John Wendle

Editing the Mushroom
Precise gene-editing tools may
soon yield improved crops. Will the
public accept them or label them
Frankenfoods? By Stephen S. Hall

Anatomy of

a Mass Murderer

Epic volcanic explosions are
behind most of Earth’s mass
extinctions. By Howard Lee

O

The Cellular Compass

From insects to mammals, a small
set of genes and proteins controls
the orientation of cells and tissues.
By Paul N. Adler

and Jeremy Nathans
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ON THE COVER

Skull of new human species Homo naledi was
virtually reconstructed from fossil fragments
belonging to several individuals. In this artist’s
conception, which is based on a 3-D image file
released to the public by the discovery team in
South Africa, blue indicates areas for which fossil
material has not been recovered.

lllustration by Bryan Christie.
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