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28 TTales of a Stone Age
Neuroscientist
An apprentice program in toolmaking
is teaching us how our brains evolved.
By Dietrich Stout
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The Cancer Defense

By enhancing the body’s own immune
system, researchers have found some
remarkably effective therapies.

By Karen Weintraub

A Vaccine for Cancer?

Vaccines that target cancer cells

using their own DNA could help

treat tumors. By Beatriz M. Carreno
and ElaineR. Mardis

Germ Warfare

The right kind of intestinal bacteria may
boost the body’s immune system to fight
malignancy. By Maria-Luisa Alegre

and Thomas F. Gajewski
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The Neutron Enigma

Two precision experiments disagree on
how long neutrons live. Is the discrepancy
a hint of exotic physics? By Geoffrey L.
Greene and Peter Geltenbort

Galapagos Stampede

A relentless rise in visitors could ruin
the world’s most famous biodiversity
hotspot. By Paul Tullis

Machine Life

Living cells may soon diagnose
diseases and repair the environment.
By Timothy K. Lu and Oliver Purcell

Giants of the Sky
How did enormous extinct birds soar?
By Daniel T. Ksepka and Michael Habib

The Art of Saving Relics
Plastics in paintings and artifacts
are degrading. Chemistry is coming
to the rescue. By Sarah Everts

ON THE COVER

Making ever more sophisticated
tools may have helped drive
brain evolution beginning

2.6 million years ago. To better
understand the relation between
toolmaking and evolution, con-
temporary researchers use brain
scanners, looking under the skull
as people replicate the crafting
of Paleolithic hand axes and
other implements.
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Gravitational Waves Detected

Scientific American examines the huge impact that

the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory
(LIGO) experiment is having on astronomy.

Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/apr2016/ligo
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