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The Brain-Boosting 16
Power of Video Games

Shooting zombies comes with

the unintended benefit of

improving a player’s mental skills.

By Daphne Bavelier and

C. Shawn Green

Our Place in the Cosmos 54
The Milky Way galaxy turns out

to be part of a massive cluster

0f 100,000 galaxies, forming one

of the largest known structures

in the universe. By Noam L.

Libeskind and R. Brent Tully

| C HEALTH 60
Ebola’s Second Coming
In Liberia, many survivors of
the recent outbreak are still
tormented by brain deficits and 68
other symptoms. The suspects:

hidden viral remnants or immune

system overreactions.

By Seema Yasmin
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Drilling for Earthquakes
Scientists are growing confident
about the link between
earthquakes and oil and gas
production, yet regulators

are slow to react.

By Anna Kuchment
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Tracking Tigers
Advanced tools are a boon to
field scientists who must keep
tabs on these scarce, secretive
and wide-ranging cats.

By K. Ullas Karanth

Bipedal Metal
Why is it so hard to build
a walking robot? By John Pavlus

Saltwater Solution
Rice and fruits, genetically
modified to survive salt,
could feed millions.

By Mark Harris

ON THE COVER

Playing action video games, at times reviled as
mindless entertainment, has unforeseen benefits.
It improves some types of mental functioning,
enhancing attention and the ability to process
information quickly. What is more, players

make greater gains than those who indulge

in techniques billed explicitly as brain training.
Illustration by Jude Buffum.

Photograph by Jeff Wilson
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The Future of Transit

Catch our multimedia coverage of the quest to win the Hyper-
loop Pod Competition, sponsored by Elon Musk’s SpaceX.
Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/jul2016/hyperloop
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