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COSMOLOGY

The Emptiest Place in Space
What first appeared as a strange cold
spot in an image of the cosmos led

to the discovery of something even
odder: a vast area of the universe that
contains surprisingly little matter.

By Istvdn Szapudi

EPIDEMIOLOGY

Health Check for Humanity

A global effort is under way to develop
a comprehensive view of the world’s
health. By W. Wayt Gibbs

Also: Q&A with Bill Gates

SPECIAL REPORT ON EDUCATION
The Coding Revolution
From Silicon Valley to the White
House, the call for young students
to learn computer programming
is growing louder. Is coding for
all a goal that American schools
should be pursuing?

By Annie Murphy Paul

Also: Teach the Prof How to Teach
Few young faculty members arrive on
campus ready for the classroom.

By Jennifer Frederick
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BIOMECHANICS

The Secret to Speed

New insights into the biomechanics
of sprinting could give some athletes
aleg up at the upcoming Olympics.
By Dina Fine Maron

EVOLUTION

The Huntington’s Paradox

The gene that causes a devastating
neurodegenerative disease may

also have been critical in the

evolution of our species.

By Chiara Zuccato and Elena Cattaneo

PLANETARY SCIENCE

The Seven-Year Mission

to Fetch 60 Grams of Asteroid
The OSIRIS-REX probe’s journey

to the asteroid Bennu will open

new windows on the deep past and
the far future. By Dante S. Lauretta

BIOLOGY

Zombie Neuroscience
Scientists have figured out how a
tiny wasp’s venom turns a cockroach
into its puppet—and the perfect

live meal for its offspring.

By Christie Wilcox
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ON THE COVER
Astronomers have recently
discovered a cosmic supervoid—
an immense area of space that

is curiously devoid of galaxies,
stars and other matter. By sapping
energy from light that passes
through it, the supervoid may help
explain an unusual cold spot in the
cosmic microwave background
light pervading the universe.
Image by Kenn Brown,
Mondolithic Studios.
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Female athletes with high testosterone levels have
aright to compete in the Olympics. By the Editors
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The lesser evil of e-cigarettes. By Thomas Hartung
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De-extinction in action. How your brain learns physics.
Anti-Zika efforts by Olympic teams.
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Does acupuncture work? By Jeneen Interlandi

26 TechnoFiles
High time for the end of passwords. By David Pogue

74 Recommended
Women in science who changed the world. Microbial
zoos live inside us. Weapons of math destruction.
Physics meets fishing. By Clara Moskowitz

75 Skeptic
Facilitated communication may impinge on
patients’ rights. By Michael Shermer

76 Anti Gravity
From designing uniforms to keeping their wearers’ healthy,
the military depends on scientists. By Steve Mirsky

78 50,100 & 150 Years Ago

80 Graphic Science
The world is getting even fatter. By Mark Fischetti

ON THE WEB

Facebook Experiments with Al

Scientific American discusses artificial-intelligence
research with pioneer Yann LeCun, who leads Facebook’s
efforts to build a smarter social media site.

Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/aug2016/internet-ai
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